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ABSTRACT 

Sociology scope is unlimited in the present world, because of its components, ideas, development in the various areas, sociology is a part 

of social science that studies human societies, their interactions, and the processes that preserve and change them. It does this by examining 

the dynamics of constituent parts of societies such as institutions, communities, populations, and gender, racial, or age groups. Sociology also 

studies social status or stratification, social movements, and social change, as well as societal disorder in the form of crime, deviance, 

and revolution. Social life overwhelmingly regulates the behaviour of humans, largely because humans lack the instincts that guide most animal 

behaviour. Humans therefore depend on social institutions and organizations to inform their decisions and actions. Given the important role in 

the organizations play in influencing human action, it is sociology‟s task to discover how organizations affect the behaviour of persons, how they 

Journal of Interdisciplinary Cycle Research

Volume XIV, Issue XII, December/2022

ISSN NO: 0022-1945

Page No: 714

https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-science
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/dynamics
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/constituent
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/communities
https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-status
https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-movement
https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-change
https://www.britannica.com/topic/deviance
https://www.britannica.com/topic/revolution-politics
https://www.britannica.com/topic/human-behavior
https://www.britannica.com/science/animal-behavior
https://www.britannica.com/science/animal-behavior
https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-institution


 
 

are established, how organizations interact with one another, how they decay, and, ultimately, how they disappear. Among the most basic 

organizational structures are economic, religious, educational, and political institutions, as well as more specialized institutions such as the 

family, the community, the military, peer groups, clubs, and volunteer associations. Sociology, as a generalizing social science, is surpassed in 

its breadth only by anthropology—a discipline that encompasses archaeology, physical anthropology, and linguistics. The broad nature of 

sociological inquiry causes it to overlap with other social sciences such as economics, political science, psychology, geography, education, 

and law. Sociology‟s distinguishing feature is its practice of drawing on a larger societal context to explain social phenomena. Sociologists also 

utilize some aspects of these other fields. Psychology and sociology, for instance, share an interest in the subfield of social psychology, although 

psychologists traditionally focus on individuals and their mental mechanisms. Sociology devotes most of its attention to the collective aspects 

of human behaviour, because sociologists place greater emphasis on the ways external groups influence the behaviour of individuals. The 

research paper explains the scope and components of sociology, as a part of social science, how it is helpful for the development of the society. 

KEY WORDS: Scope of Sociology, Social Development in the society, components of sociology. 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

CAENEIRO: 

Carneiro's ideas have inspired great number of subsequent research into the role of war in the process of political, social, or cultural evolution. 

An example of this is „Ian-Morris‟ who argues that given the right geographic conditions, war not only drove much of human culture by 

integrating societies and increasing material well-being, but paradoxically also made the world much less violent. Large-scale states, so Morris, 

evolved because only they provided enough stability both internally and externally to survive the constant conflicts which characterise the early 

history of smaller states, and the possibility of war will continue to force humans to invent and evolve. War drove human societies to adapt in a 

step-wise process, and each development in military technology either requires or leads to comparable developments in politics and society.  

Many of the underlying assumptions of Morris's thinking can be traced back in some form or another not only to Carneiro but also to Jared 

Diamond, and particularly his 1997 book Guns, Germs, and Steel. Diamond, who explicitly opposes racist evolutionary tales argues that the 

ultimate explanation of why different human development on different continents is the presence or absence of domesticable plants and animals 

as well as the fact that the east-west orientation of Eurasia made migration within similar climates much easier than the south-north orientation 

of Africa and the Americas. Nevertheless, he also stresses the importance of conflict and warfare as a proximate explanation for how Europeans 

managed to conquer much of the world, given how societies who fail to innovate will “tend to be eliminated by competing societies”.  
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Charles Tilly:   

Charles Tilly argues that what drove the political, social, and technological change which, after centuries of great variation with regard to states, 

lead to the European states ultimately all converging on the national state was coercion and warfare: “War wove the European network of 

national states, and preparation for war created the internal structures of states within it. He describes how war became more expensive and 

complex due to the introduction of gunpowder and large armies and thus required significantly large states in order to provide the capital and 

manpower to sustain these, which at the same time were forced to develop new means of extraction and administration.  

Harriet Martineau (1802 – 1876) 

Harriet Martineau introduced sociology to English speaking scholars through her translation of Comte‟s writing from French to English. She was 

an early analyst of social practices, including economics, social class, religion, suicide, government, and women‟s rights. Her career began 

with Illustrations of Political Economy, a work educating ordinary people about the principles of economics (Johnson, 2003). She later 

developed the first systematic methodological international comparisons of social institutions in two of her most famous sociological 

works: Society in America (1837) and Retrospect of Western Travel (1838). 
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Nature and Scope of Sociology: Key Elements 

Nature: 

Sociologists research a wide range of topics related to society, including its core social structures, core values, and how people fit into society. 

To comprehend the extent of sociology, one has to be aware of the following key elements- 

  

 Sociology has developed as a Pure Science and should not be regarded as an Applied Science.  

 It is an abstract field like Mathematics or Chemistry. This is due to the fact that it examines how society functions from a variety of 

angles and exposes patterns that are widespread among people. 

 Additionally, as it examines all people as a whole rather than just a few, it is a generalising field of research. 
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 It differs from social science in that it is fundamentally focused on human existence and interpersonal relationships. 

Sociology's Scope: Focus Areas 

Understanding the fields of study that sociology as a profession encompasses is crucial for understanding the field's scope and career prospects. 

The following are the main parts of sociology-  

 Societal Organisations:-The study of social institutions includes topics like marriage, families, kinship, religion, and other social 

institutions. This area includes both fieldwork and case studies on these institutions, examining how they developed and were born in 

different regions of the world. 

 Culture:-One of the main fields of sociological inquiry is culture. Its development, significant movements, and comprehension of 

cultural relations are highly relevant in the modern domains of cultural studies study. Studies on social movements and change that had a 

significant impact on the evolution of the concept of culture are also included in this issue. 

 Population:-Studies on a variety of population-related topics are covered in this field of study, including case studies on different 

nations' population rise and decline as well as statistical research on the population boom. 

 The field of social anthropology has been historically quite close to sociology. Until about the first quarter of the 20th century, the two 

subjects were usually combined in one department (especially in Britain), differentiated mainly by anthropology‟s emphasis on the 
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sociology of preliterate peoples. Recently, however, this distinction has faded, as social anthropologists have turned their interests toward 

the study of modern culture. 

 Two other social sciences, political science and economics, developed largely from the practical interests of nations. Increasingly, both 

fields have recognized the utility of sociological concepts and methods. A comparable synergy has also developed with respect to law, 

education, and religion and even in such contrasting fields as engineering and architecture. All of these fields can benefit from the study 

of institutions and social interaction...  

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

 Though sociology draws on the Western tradition of rational inquiry established by the ancient Greeks, it is specifically the 

offspring of 18th- and 19th-century philosophy and has been viewed, along with economics and political science, as a reaction 

against speculative philosophy and folklore. Consequently, sociology separated from moral philosophy to become a specialized 

discipline. While he is not credited with the founding of the discipline of sociology, French philosopher Auguste Comte is 

recognized for having coined the term sociology. 

 The founders of sociology spent decades searching for the proper direction of the new discipline. They tried several highly 

divergent pathways, some driven by methods and contents borrowed from other sciences, others invented by the scholars 

themselves. To better view the various turns the discipline has taken, the development of sociology may be divided into four 
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periods: the establishment of the discipline from the late 19th century until World War I, interwar consolidation, explosive growth 

from 1945 to 1975, and the subsequent period of segmentation. 

FOUNDING THE DISCIPLINE 

 Some of the earliest sociologists developed an approach based on Darwinian evolutionary theory. In their attempts to establish a 

scientifically based academic discipline, a line of creative thinkers, including Herbert Spencer, Benjamin Kidd, Lewis H. 

Morgan, E.B. Tylor, and L.T. Hobhouse, developed analogies between human society and the biological organism. They 

introduced into sociological theory such biological concepts as variance, natural selection, and inheritance—asserting that these 

evolutionary factors resulted in the progress of societies from stages of savagery and barbarism to civilization by virtue of 

the survival of the fittest. Some writers believed that these stages of society could be seen in the developmental stages of each 

individual. Strange customs were explained by assuming that they were throwbacks to useful practices of an earlier period, such 

as the make-believe struggle sometimes enacted between the bridegroom and the bride‟s relatives reflecting the earlier custom of 

bride capture. In its popular period of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, social Darwinism, along with the doctrines of Adam 

Smith and Thomas Malthus, touted unrestricted competition and laissez-faire so that the “fittest” would survive and civilization 

would continue to advance. Although the popularity of social Darwinism waned in the 20th century, the ideas on competition and 

analogies from biological ecology were appropriated by the Chicago School of sociology (a University of Chicago program 
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focusing on urban studies, founded by Albion Small in 1892) to form the theory of human ecology that endures as a viable study 

approach. 

 Replacing Darwinist determinism 

Since the initial interest in evolutionary theory, sociologists have considered four deterministic theories to replace social Darwinism. This 

search for new approaches began prior to World War I as emphasis shifted from economic theory to geographic, psychological, and 

cultural theory—roughly in that order. 

 Economic determinism 

The first theory, economic determinism, reflects the interest many sociologists had in the thought of Karl Marx, such as the idea that 

social differentiation and class conflict resulted from economic factors. This approach had its greatest popularity in Europe, where it 

remained a strong influence on some sociologists until the 1980s. It did not gain a significant foothold in the United States, because 

American society was thought to be socially mobile, classless, and oriented to the individual. This neglect of Marxism by American 

sociologists, however, was not due to scholarly ignorance. Sociologists of all periods had read Marx as well as Charles A. Beard‟s 

economic interpretation of American history and the work of Werner Sombart (who had been a Marxist in his early career). Instead, in 

the 1960s, neo-Marxism—an amalgam of theories of stratification by Marx and Max Weber—gained strong support among a minority of 

sociologists. Their enthusiasm lasted about 30 years, ebbing with the breakup of the Soviet system and the introduction of post-industrial 
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doctrines that linked class systems to a bygone industrial era. The persistence of social and economic inequality is now explained as a 

complex outcome of factors, including gender, race, and region, as well as global trade and national politics. 

HUMAN ECOLOGY 

Representing the second theoretical area, human geographers—Ellsworth Huntington, Ellen Semple, Friedrich Ratzel, Paul Vidal de La 

Blache, Jean Brunhes, and others—emphasized the impact of climate and geography on the evolution of those societies that flourished in 

temperate zones. Their theories found no place in mainstream sociological thought, however, except for a brief period in the 1930s when 

human ecology sought to explain social change by linking environmental conditions with demographic, organizational, and technological 

factors. Human ecology remains a small but vital part of sociology today. 

SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Psychological theories emphasized instincts, drives, motives, temperament, intelligence, and human sociability in social behaviour and 

societal evolution. Social psychology modifies these concepts to explain the broader phenomena of social interaction or small group 

behaviour. Although American sociology even today retains an individualistic (and therefore psychological) bias, by the 1930s 

sociologists had concluded that psychological factors alone could not explain the behaviour of larger groups and societies. 
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CONCLUSION 

Sociology development and its scope includes various components like socio-cultural development, socio-economic development, socio-

political development, socio-anthropological developmental concepts and moral concepts, etc, Social life overwhelmingly regulates 

the behaviour of humans, largely because humans lack the instincts that guide most animal behaviour. Humans therefore depend on social 

institutions and organizations to inform their decisions and actions. Given the important role organizations play in influencing human action, 

it is sociology‟s task to discover how organizations affect the behaviour of persons, how they are established, how organizations interact with 

one another, how they decay, and, ultimately, how they disappear. Among the most basic organizational structures are economic, religious, 

educational, and political institutions, as well as more specialized institutions such as the family, the community, the military, peer groups, 

clubs, and volunteer associations. 
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